COMMUNIQUE 06
February, 2014

Provincial President: Barb MacFarlane Ph: 902-569-3577 bemac8@yahoo.ca

As | prepare to write my last communique as your president, I’m left to wonder where
did the last two years go. It has truly been a wonderful journey! To those presidents who
have completed your term, | offer a sincere thank you for all your tireless efforts for the
League. To those who have taken on this role, a sincere “welcome aboard. We are just
about ready to launch our own Provincial website. We hope this will be a great benefit to
all councils. More information to follow. We hope to see all of you at our Area Meetings.
See Louise Doiron’s communique for details. Our Provincial Convention will be held at
the Rodd Royalty Charlottetown on Friday, May 2" and Saturday, May 3™. See agenda,
poster, and pre-registration form for details. Excitement is building for the 2017 National
Convention in Charlottetown. To help raise funds for this convention, councils are
encouraged to donate the equivalent of $15.00/per member over the next three years or
$5.00/year. Cheques should be made out to 2017 National CWL Convention and sent to
the treasurer of the Finance Committee, Marion Marshall (contact parish president for
address). More volunteers are still needed. Contact Elaine Black, General Chair or Laurie
Smythe, Co-Chair (parish president has details). We hope you are making plans to go to
the National Convention in Fredericton this August. Target Tours, a bus company owned
by the Dunphy family of Morell is interested in providing transportation if enough
interest is shown. Prov. Council has booked 2 buses - a 29 passenger coach at $126.60
and a 55 passenger coach at $71.70 /person (Return). Payment would be made directly
with Target Tours. These will be cancelled if not enough interest is shown. Fall
Conferences: Please consider hosting a Fall Conference (one for western and one for
eastern). We would like to know in time to put it in the convention booklet.
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President-elect and Organization: Louise Doiron  Congratulations and thank you to
those sister members who are fulfilling the role of Organization Chair for the first time. |
know that with God’s help and the support of your council you will do well. Once again
National Office is encouraging us to use on-line registration to send in your council’s
membership. If this is your first attempt to do this, a “how-to” video is available to assist
you. The feedback from members who have attended the “Catch The Fire” workshops
has been very positive. The facilitators have been pleased. There is still 1 more workshop
planned in the near future being hosted by St. Pius X Council, with other surrounding
councils being invited. You will be informed when that is taking place. We are on
FACEBOOK so check us out there. Area meetings will be held during the month of
March. Material on Effective Meetings will be reviewed along with a workshop on
Discernment, plus other important information. Meetings start at 7pm. On March 10th
East Prince Councils will be at the Kanata Club in Kinkora and Councils in the Kings
Area will be at the former St. Peter’s School. On March 11th West Prince Councils are
invited to St. Anthony’s Hall in Bloomfield. On March 20th Councils in the Queen’s
Area will be invited to go to St. Pius X Church. Hope to see many of you there. Our
Provincial Convention will be held the 1st weekend in May at the Rodd Royalty Hotel in
Charlottetown. Until then may Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless all of us!!
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Past President: Zita Cameron

Thank you to all past presidents for your service to The League. This is election year
and we are calling you to ask you to let your name stand for election to the Provincial
Council. Please pray on this matter as we need your talents. Remember that you serve in
a consultative capacity to the new president. It is also your responsibility to keep the
history of the council updated. Use scrapbooks and photo albums to show events and
celebrations of the past and all the great friendships that were made. Please continue to
send us your older material for the archives. This is my final communique for the
Provincial Council. It was an unbelievable experience to serve you on the Provincial
Council for the last eight years. | have learned so much. Thanks and God bless.
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Provincial Treasurer: H. Irene Gallant Council Treasurers: | wish you a Happy
New Year and may each of you be richly blessed in 2014 for your service “For God and
Canada”. Please ensure that your Per Capita Remittance Form is used to report 2014
membership and that cheques be made payable to the Catholic Women’s League of
Canada. You are also reminded to complete the National VVoluntary Remittance Funds
form indicating funds supported and send the form plus cheques to the National Office
with a copy of the form to me. As well the Donations sheet for year ending 31 Dec/13 is
to be completed and a copy forwarded to me. Financial stewardship among members is
encouraged and it is recommended that budgets be established at the beginning of each
fiscal year. Refer to National Manual of Policy & Procedures section on Finance for
further information. Also, | would appreciate a copy of your year-end financial report.
| find these most informative. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns  and may  God  continue to  bless and  keep  you.
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Spiritual Development: Gerarda Gallant

Take time to be with Jesus! Five minutes every day, is what | say. Well | have taken five
and even more minutes each day over these last months to sit in awe and wonder over
God’s plan for mine and all people’s in the way of the world and God’s way! Depression
causes reflection to be a normal in my life and with the pros and cons of living | hear God
telling me to leave all in His hands as He has a plan and all happens in His time which is
not easy for us to understand. | pray that His plan continues to fill us with His
awesomeness and wonder. Thank you all for continuing the story of our sisters who have
been chosen to go home to Jesus. | have received many and am preparing to print the
Book of Life in readiness. May God continue to be a presence in our lives together with
our patroness Our Lady of Good Counsel.
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Community Life: Lorraine Savory

Hope everyone is thinking ahead to spring as winter continues here on PEI. In your
winter issue of the League Magazine, you will find a resolution on building Relationships
and Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous People. There is a number of suggested
resources to help members have a better understanding of the struggles of the Indigenous
People. A recent announcement by the Federal Government to rework the education plan
for Native schools was a step in the right direction. Please continue to support



Development and Peace and supgort your food banks in your communities. A couple of
dates to remember are Feb. 20" as United Nations World Day of Social Justice and
March 8" International Women’s Day. Please continue with your great work for God and
Canada.
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Education and Health: Theresa Kenny

| hope you had a beautiful Christmas season full of Blessings as we did. The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada is a proud supporter of the Canadian Blood Services
Partners for Life Program. Encourage new and regular blood donors to consider
registering for the Partners for Life program under the League’s unique Partner ID. This
will increase the profile of the League nationally and could help engage members in a
worthy cause. Members interested in registering for the Partners for Life program may go
to www.blood.ca/joinpartnersforlife and complete the registration form either online or at
a local blood clinic. The League’s partner ID number is CATHO011269. After one year
the partnership will be evaluated and members will be proud of the fact that our
donations helped save lives. Have you become educated on the seriousness of Lyme
Disease and what questions to ask your Doctor if you should be affected. Thank-you for a

your annual reports.
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Communications: Alma Rix

If you are planning to attend the 2014 Annual National Convention being held August
10-13 in Fredericton, N.B., you can now register on line or see page 17 of the winter
edition of The Canadian League magazine. Please visit www.cwl.nb.ca for more
updates. Please check your bulletins for dates of Area Meetings being planned to take
place the 2" week of March. The Provincial Council is hoping to have its own website
available for members to access in March. Judy Lewis, National Secretary-Treasurer
and one of our own provincial life members, addresses a commonly asked question “How
much money should a council have in its chequing account?” (The Canadian League,
page 3).Councils may find the topics interesting for discussion.
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Christian Family Life: Sheryll O’Hanley

| would like to say thank you to all councils who have sent in their reports. | am so
impressed with the wonderful and outstanding work everyone is doing in the area of
Christian Family Life. The variety of events and organizations that you support is
amazing. | am looking forward to sharing your ideas with others in my report for the
annual meeting. At this time, 1 would like to share a message from our National Christian
Family Life Chair, Margaret Ann Jacobs. The second Sunday in February is World
Marriage Day. During this Sunday, we are encouraged to pray for married couples and
recite, “A Prayer for Our Marriage” (included at the end of this communiqué). Share
this beautiful prayer with others and continue to say it each day. At our upcoming Area
Meetings, you will be receiving information from the Vatican concerning Pastoral
Challenges to the Family in the Context of Evangelization Preparatory Document. This
document will outline a number of discussion questions for Councils to discuss and share


http://www.cwl.nb.ca/

their ideas of the present state of the family. This is an important document and it allows
our members to voice concerns and ideas. In closing, please continue to do the
wonderful work you do. You are making a difference in the lives of so many.
Prayer for our Marriage

Heavenly Father, we thank You for your tremendous gift of the Sacrament of
Marriage. Enable us to grow in our intimacy with You and with each other. Teach us the
beauty of forgiveness so we may become more and more one in heart, mind and body.
Strengthen our communication with each other, and help us become Living signs of your
love. Help us to be examples of commitment, love and service to our families and
children. Make us a sign of the unity which Jesus prays for at the Last Supper. We open
ourselves to the guidance of your Holy Spirit , who empowers us to love in Jesus’s name
and walk in His footsteps. Amen
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Resolutions and Legislation: Florence Flynn

As we don't have any new resolutions this year, | am encouraging councils to look at the
resolutions that have been passed in the last two years to see what has been done about
them. For example (1) "Resolution on the Eradication of Poverty in PEI" (2012). (2)
"Resolution on the Establishment of an Addiction Treatment Centre in Prince County"
and (3) "Resolution to Restore Principals of Democracy to Government at all levels"
(2013). Please become informed about the " Deep Water Wells " issue currently being
discussed and write to your MLA's letting them know your thoughts on this important
issue. Also please pray that Bill 52 , does not become law. This bill was introduced by
Madam Veronique Hivon, Minister for Social Services and Youth in Quebec and is called
"Medical -aid-in- Dying” and is the same as Euthanasia. This proposed legislation is in
danger of becoming law very soon. May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless us.



