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From Provincial President: Louise Doiron
To My Sisters in the League,
I love the Catholic Women's League and all that this great organization stands for.
~._.,.-~ However never in my wildest dreams did I ever plan or think I would be writing
this as your Provincial President. During most of my 20- year CWL journey I was always content to help
out as best I could behind the scenes. Therefore I feel very privileged to be given the opportunity to serve
diligently as your president for the next two years. I am eager to work beside all of you wonderful ladies
I have met and still more I hope to meet. The fellowship of the League is so very rewarding.
At our recent 92nd Provincial Convention we had great speakers highlighting the Right to Life, Aboriginal
culture, child pornography and services provided by Catholic Family Services. The messages we heard
gave us much to contemplate and act upon in our councils. We must continually remain alert and active
on the pro -life issues and other social justice issues. Sir John Hamilton Gray, through the person of Elaine
Black, gave us an update of plans for the 2017 National Convention. On Friday evening we enjoyed a wellknown entertainer playing guitar while singing beautiful songs, one of which she herself composed for prolife. Then on Saturday afternoon we enjoyed an hilarious fashion show presented by our spirited Life
Members.
Hopefully, as you read this, you can thank yourself for taking time to be at the March for Life on Sunday,
May 25th. Please do not forget to send out those Pornography Hurts postcards in July.
Our Fall Conferences will be held on Sept. 13th at All Saints, Cardigan, and Sept.20th at Sacred Heart,
Alberton. The focus will once again be on our theme We Have Seen The Lord.
~

Some of the articles in this newsletter are from 2013 since we had no newsletter in November because of
submissions to Be League.
As our council meetings are not held during the summer months, let us take a relaxing, fun-filled, welldeserved break with family and friends and return in September, eager and re-energized to do the work of
the League for God and Country.
I hope to see some of you at the National Convention in August in the beautiful city of Fredericton, New
Brunswick.
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bring surgical abortions and specifically "abortionon-demand" - paid for by taxpayers - to the Island,
NB and Canada. The Federal Liberal party has not
only recently declared that no pro-life person will be
accepted as a Liberal candidate, but has also
promised as part of the federal Liberal
Party
platform to insist PEl provides full 'abortion
services'.
Premier Robert Ghiz, while claiming he will
maintain the 'status quo', has recently come out in
support of women 'accessing abortion'. Thus, any
partial protection of human life on PEl is based on
politics not principle, and so is able to be changed
according to expediency and popular pressure.
UPEI professor. Colleen McQuarrie is pushing for
abortion-on-demand in PEl and is hosting the first
international pro-abortion conference in Canada on
August 7-8. There are many supporters of abortion
on PEl.
It is essential at this moment of Island
history that women, and
especially Catholic
women, speak out in public protest, indicating that
pro-choice advocates do not speak for us. It is also
essential that we work together - the councils of the
Catholic Women's League working with each other
as an organization, combined with efforts by the
Knights of Columbus and PEl Right to Life - in
order to protect the dignity of human life from
conception through to natural death.

Gladys Murphy, a member of St. Brigid's CWL,
celebrated her 1oo- birthday on August 4th, 2013.
She has been a member for over 75 years and still
maintains a keen interest in the League and in
parish activities.

A letter from the President of PEl Right to Life:
The situation on Prince Edward island is
precarious at best. At present, the PEl Government
pays for 60-70 abortions a year performed in
Halifax.
Another 70-80 Island women have
abortions at the Fredericton Morgentaler Clinic.
The threatened closure of this clinic is being used
by abortion advocates and the media to create a
media storm, and international,
national and
provincial pro-abortion forces are networking to

Our protest and our presence must not be a
one-time affair. Over the next six months or more,
it will be important for Catholic women to engage
often and in varied ways as the needs arise. Write
letters to Mem bers of the Legislative Assem bly, the
Premier, Members of Parliament, and the Prime
Minister. Participate in prayer vigils. Write letters
to the editor of the Guardian.
It is also important that we look at why
abortion is bappening and attempt to meet the needs
of desperate women who are crying out for help.
To keep informed, please visit our PEl Right
to Life Facebook page, our website peirightoHfe.ca,
and share relevant information with your family
and friends, and please, do what you can to make
your voice heard as our province and oor country
battle it out in this serious life-threatening crisis.
Sincerely,
Holly Pierlot,
President, PEl Right to Life

One of the purposes of our Provincial Newsletter is to communicate Catholic Women's Leagues'
good news stories with others. Following are some that Councils have shared:

Mass and Rosary for the Unborn
The St. George's C.W.L. offered Mass on
Monday, May 19, 2013, for the Right of the
Unborn Child to be Born. Our C.W.L. led the
rosary for the Sanctity of Life following the
Mass. All parishioners in the St.Benedict's
Pastoral Unit were invited to join us to pray for
the support of the March for Life and that P.E.!.
will continue to take a strong stand in not
legalizing abortions. If people were unable to
take part in the March for Life, they were asked
to join us in praying for its success.

Members and Spiritual Adviser Receive Pins
St. Anne's Catholic Women's League, Emyvale,
Lot 65, has celebrated 88 years of service to
God and Canada. On September 29, nine
members received 60-year pins in appreciation
and recognition of their service. They are : Mae
Griffin, Agnes Cavanagh, Blanche Strain,
Ursula Coady, Mary Carragher, Pauline Clarkin,
Pearle Trainor, Josephine Tierney, and Shirley
Reid. Our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Robert
MacDonald, received a Spiritual Advisor pin for
being OUT Spiritual Advisor for 20 years.

Celebrating the Feast of Our Patroness

(Submitted by Marie Kelly, President, St. Anne's
CWL)

st. Cuthbert's Catholic Women's League
celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Good
Counsel on April 26th at St. Cuthbert's Church
with 31 ladies in attendance. We had ladies from
St. Lawrence-St. Theresa (Morell), St. George's
(St. George's) , St.Patrick's (Fort Augustus), St.
Mary' s (Montague) and St. Cuthbert' s( St.
Teresa). Theresa Kenny welcomed everyone.
A Scripture reading from Luke( The Magnificat)
was read by Cathy Myers. The introductory
prayer to Scriptural Rosary was read by Marjorie
Gillan. The Scriptural Rosary was prayed. Elva
Myers led us in the Litany of Our Lady of Good
Counsel. Fran Galcznski asked those present to
share their reflections. A social followed. St.
Cuthbert's CWL would like to thank everyone
who shared in our beautiful evening in honor of
Our Lady of Good Counsel.
(Submitted by Theresa Kenny, President,
Cuthbert's CWL)

St.

Mary In Motion
On the occasion of our 80th anniversary, we at St.
Cuthbert's Catholic Women's League were given
a gift by our sister council from St. Lawrence/St.
Theresa, Morell. It was a statue of our Blessed
Mother Mary. The purpose of this statue is "Mary
InMotion" and this is how it works: Each month
the names of all Council members in attendance
are put in for a draw. Mary is offered to the
member whose name is selected from the draw.
All the members agree to pray for that member
during the coming month. This practice has
proven to be a welcome one for St. Lawrence/St.
Theresa members and we at St. Cuthbert's plan to
continue the practice. We intend to offer Mary to
every member so all names go into the draw each
month. We want other councils to be aware of
this practice. (Submitted by Theresa Kenny,
President, St. Cuthbert's

CWL)

***********************************************************************************
Our sympathies: We express our sincere sympathy to Barbara MacFarlane and Alma Rix on the recent
loss of their beloved husbands and to so many members who lost loved family members in recent
months. May God bless you all.

St. George's Celebrate the Year of the Faith
When St. George's Catholic Women's League
decided ed to promote the Year of the Faith
among the parishioners at both St. George's and
St. James parishes, they purchased prayer cards
with a specific prayer for the Year of the Faith on
one side and a picture of Pope Francis on the
other. These prayer cards were distributed to
Council members, parishioners, children in
catechetics, and children attending Bible camp.
Prayer cards were also distributed to nursing
homes in Souris and Montague, and to members
of a Franciscan community. We were proud of
our decision to spread the word regarding the
Pope's declaration of the Year of Faith.
(Submitted by Edith MacDonald.)

**************************************
Congratulations to Councils on their special
Anniversaries
Celebrated 80 Years:
St. Felix, Tignish
St. Paul's, Summerside
St. John the Baptist, Miscouche
St. Cuthbert's,

St. Teresa

St. Lawrence/St. Theresa, Morell
Celebrated 90 Years
St. Joachim's, Vernon River

A Special Journey
Members of St. Patrick's Catholic Women's
League, Fort Augustus, through a very special
journey, found an unexpected and rewarding way
of celebrating the Year of Faith. When a long
and dedicated CWL member faced an aggressive
form of cancer, a group of neighbors and friends
quickly assembled to pray the 9-night Novena of
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Af ter completion of
the novena, the group continued to meet once a
week to offer prayers for their beloved friend and
her family. Unfortunately the miracle of a cure
was not to be. However, she did live beyond her
prognosis, long enough to be visited by two halfsisters from England whom she had never met
before. So prayers were heard and miracles did
happen.
The group, comprised mostly of CWL members
and their spouses, now connected by their
experience of prayer, unanimously decided to
open it up to the parish community and continue
to meet on an ongoing basis. So once a month
parishioners gather bringing forth their special
intentions to pray the Chaplet and the Rosary.
We share the spirit of strength, fellowship, and
healing and continue to remember our friend and
the gift her presence and journey brought to all of
us as a community. "Where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I in their midst."
(Submitted by Barbara Macfarlane)

Welcome Priests to our Diocese
On behalf of all Catholic Women's League Parish Councils, Provincial Council extends a sincere
WELCOME to all the priests who are new to the Diocese of Charlottetown. Fr. Arthur Sequeira, who has
just become a Canadian citizen, has been appointed chaplain at the QEH. Fr. Augustine Ignasimuthu will
serve at St. Pius X parish, Fr. Rajumr Chebattina in several parishes in Eastern Kings, Fr. Ashok
Veeabathina at St. Dunstan's Basilica, Fr. Benedict Paulray at Holy Family Pastoral Unit, and Fr. Aurairaj
Santiago at St. Paul's, Summerside. Of course, Fr. Isaac Chackalaparampil cmi and Fr. Jose
Thaipparampil cmi will continue their valuable ministry at Holy Redeemer Parish. We trust you will come
to love our Island as much as we do, and we thank you for becoming such an essential part of our faith
community. We invite you to become involved with Catholic Women's League in your parishes and please
be assured of our prayers and support.

**************************************************************************************
Dear Members: The next Newsletter is planned/or late autumn, so please record and share your good
news stories. Have a wonderful summer. Blessings to all.

I

