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JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

Now that December has arrived and we begin our preparations for the Christmas Season
may we all keep in mind the reason we celebrate this most Blessed Season. During
Advent take time to prepare your hearts through prayer and listening to what God is
calling you to do this coming year. There should be many opportunities for all of us to
reflect on our theme, We Have Seen the Lord. We must do our very best to Keep Christ
in Christmas. For me, one thing I'll be continually doing is to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas, not Happy Holidays. Also another way is to use the Christmas stamp on your
Christmas cards. Besides our families, friends and sisters of" The Catholic Women's
League" across our wonderful country Canada, we have many freedoms to be grateful
for. However, because of the turn of events in New Brunswick on the abortion issue, we
must continue to let our views be known to our PEl government and interested parties.
January is membership month. Personal invitation still seems to be the best way to recruit
new members. National has a new invitational card with the new theme, ONE HEART,
ONE VOICE, ONE MISSION which can be ordered on line.
In the new year Provincial Council is planning on hosting a meeting with presidents of
all councils. More information will be forwarded as soon as our plan is fmalized.
Since our last newsletter, Provincial Council has added two new members - Shirley
Pierce as treasurer and Cathy Favaro as recording secretary. Welcome ladies!
On behalf of The Provincial Council I wish all of you and your families a Blessed
Christmas filled with Love, Peace and Joy. Throughout the New Year 2015 may all that
is beautiful fill your world and may all that is happy enrich your life.
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Provincial Executive 2014-2016
Spiritual Advisor: Reverend Paul Batchilder
President: Louise Doiron
President-Elect: Organization Chairperson:
Irene Gallant
Past President: Barbara MacFarlane
Treasurer: Shirley Pierce
Recording Secretary: Cathy Favaro

September meeting we discussed how we
would see our CWL in the next 150 years.
Many members believe the group will be
stronger and will still be meeting the
spiritual needs of its members. We can
only achieve this by starting now to
attract young women (20 - 60) with a
vision for our future.

Corresponding Secretary/Communications:
Marcia Whelan
Spiritual Development: Cathy LeClair
Christian Family Life: Carol Evans
Community Life: Iris Rodger
Education and Health: Theresa Kenny
Resolutions and Legislation: Marion Murphy
One of the purposes of our Provincial
Newsletter is to communicate Catholic
Women's Leagues' good news stories with
others. Following are some that Councils
have shared:

News from Holy Redeemer CWL:
We have been celebrating 60 years since
our council was established in 1954. At
the back of our church you can view a
picture display of all our presidents from
1954 to 2014 along with our banner. To
help celebrate, we held our annual Praise
the Lord in Concert on Sunday evening,
October 26. It was an enjoyable evening
with an international twist as well as
interdenominational groups. Later in the
New Year we will have a guest speaker
and go out for brunch. During our

St. Francis of Assisi CWL
"Girls Just Want to Have Fun"
Our CWL ladies work hard for God and
country, but they also like to have
fun. This past summer they got together
on a number of occasions just for
fun: A large group had a great lunch at
The Island Preserve Company before
heading to a friend's home to pick lush,
ripe strawberries and, during a
wicked rainstorm, took turns making
three kinds of home made ice cream. What
a delicious treat!
Another day four ladies went to the
historic Victoria Playhouse for a great
play; of course, tea and dessert preceded
the play. Ceilidhs at Afton Hall in New
Dominion are always popular on Sunday nights
so members were always apprised in the
church bulletin of who the special

guests
were
each week.
In early
fall CWL
members
and some family members went apple
picking in Fredericton and were treated
to a demonstration on how to make apple
cider. It was another fun day. Now back
to the work at hand, and using some of
those apples for an apple coffee cake for
our friends to sample at our fall coffee
party!

members, so they are able to be a part of all 'our
projects. Many members have told me that they
love to hear what's happening and feel they can
contribute to the council without attending
meetings. I think I have said enough for this time.
Take Care! Merry Christmas to one and all.
Submitted by Carol Evans

St. Mary's Indian River and Holy Family
Kensington Council

In late May, our oldest council member, Lucy
Murnaghan, celebrated her 1OOtb birthday by having
an open house at Donagh Regional School. Many
people from far and wide came to wish Lucy a
happy birthday and enjoy cake and fellowship with
other well-wishers. Lucy's name is entered under
centenarians in the fall issue of the League
Magazine.
As excitement builds for our National Convention
2017, many councils are busily raising funds for
their commitment to the success of this endeavour.
Last June, some of the funds raised from S1.
Patrick's fourth annual variety concert were used
for our share of 201 7. Our concert consisted of
fiddlers, dancers, singers, comedic acts, and an
original play with an Irish theme written each year
by council member, Anne Curley. A tribute to
renowned singer/songwriter Rita MacNeil was
performed by Gloria Murnaghan with her beautiful
rendition of Working Man. Twelve men from Fort
Augustus and surrounding communities were The
Men of the Deep complete with hard hats and
lights. Not only is this concert a fundraiser for our
council, but it is a real community builder as men,
women, and members of other faith traditions all
come together to make this a true community
event. S1. Patrick's Council owes a great debt of
gratitude to Anne Curley for not only writing the
play, but spearheading all aspects of the
entertainment.

St. Patrick's Council, Fort Augustus

Our council is pretty active. We had 9 new
members join this year. The great part is some
are younger. This is where our future lies. And it
is great to have Helen Turner back with us. We
also got two move in from up west, Palmer
Road area. So lots of new blood. The council is
my back bone for the Out Reach Ministry work
that takes place in our Church and Community.
We have 8 members that go out every week, two
by two, and bring spirit to those shut-in, in
manors, nursing homes and community care.
This has been a blessing for me. Our council
supports the Evangelization group as well. The
project "Under Wear for Jesus" just wrapped up
and was a huge success. We collected
underwear, socks, hats, gloves and mitts for the
homeless and those in shelters. Brunswick S1.
Ministry, Bedford MacDonald House, Anderson
House, St Vincent de Paul are a few of the
places that will benefit from this project. This
idea came from a homeless shelter. They told us
that the things most in need are underwear,
socks, hats, mitts and gloves. They can't use any
of these items second hand. Lots of great things
happen when God mixes with us, and mixes He
does. Our council keeps all members informed.
All activities that we take on and anything that
is important we e-mail information to all
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In early July, st. Patrick's Council was truly saddened
to learn of the accidental death of our member, Norberta
Weatherbie, due to post tropical storm, Arthur. Sadly,
two other members of our council also passed away
during the year -- Wendy Corrigan in February, and
most recently, Betty Murnaghan in November. May
they rest in peace.

Ministry Enrichment
I was fortunate to attend the Basilica a few
weeks ago on changes to the liturgy of the
Catholic Church after Vatican 11. The
presentation was given by Fr. Burke, a
Catholic Priest in Cape Breton and he also
worked with the CCCB for a number of
years. He touched on a number of items
which included:
Bill of Rights for Catholics:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Right to good music
Right to hear itself
Right to sing parts of the mass that belong
to them
Right to have the words and music in front
of them
Right to be taught new music
Right of repetition

St. Paul's, Summerside
On Nov. 2nd, 2014 St. Paul's CWL Council served a
He also talked about:
delicious spaghetti supper to about 150 appreciative
parishioners in the Parish Centre. There were 2 settings.
Hospitality is a ministry for the whole
The first setting was at 4 0' clock with the second one at •
community. Sunday is our identity and we
5 thirty. Even though it was a very wet and windy
have lost it - Sunday is a gift.
evening people came to enjoy the warm, friendly
What are our slavers - do not make light of
•
atmosphere as they enjoyed their meal of spaghetti,
ourselves, we are the body of Christ and we
caesar salad, homemade bread, cake for dessert and tea
are important
or coffee. CWL was pleased to have 4 young people
Catechism is echoing the teaching of God
from St. Paul's Confirmation class along with 2 other •
Symbolic communication - a grief that
young ladies to be servers with CWL members. People •
can't be spoken, silence speaks
enjoyed having the youth serve them their meal. The
Communication the power of the story is
proceeds from this fundraiser will go towards the 2017 •
incredible
National convention to be held in Charlottetown.
•
Power of persuasion - we went to church as
everyone went to church. We can't pass
along the faith if we don't witness and
persuasion is the method
He also expanded on some of our traditions:
•
•

•

Procession at the beginning of the mass
symbolizes God walking among his flock
Silence at the beginning of mass is an
opportunity to collect ourselves, experience
our gratitude, and meditate. Silence is
bonding.
When we bow before the altar, that is the

•

table of the Lord - we are not bowing to
the Priest.
The ambo is the place where the word of
God is spoken and sung. There should be
on other activities there.

His presentation was enlightening for all present
and we learned a lot about what has changed in
the Church since Vatican 11. I felt very
privileged to be part of this informative and
educational presentation.
H. Irene Gallant
Organization & President Elect

a boost that is for us!
This fall/spring we will be meeting with some of the
committees who may wish to look at their mandate
and start taking baby steps in readiness. If your name
is listed on any of those committees, we will be sure
to be in touch with you. In the meantime, may god
bless you all for your generosity!
Elaine Black, General Chair (9025699124),
e.black@pei.synmatico.ca)
Laurie Smythe, Co-Chair (9023683989,
smytheal@hotmail.com)

New Theme - One Heart, One Voice, One Mission
2017 National CWL Convention
Aug. 16-19,2017
Weare now less than three years from the
convention and we feel that the preparatory
planning is moving along very well. Our
committees are filling up nicely but there is still
room for you. A call or email to us may help you
disce~ what committee you are best suited. The
Military Ordinariate CWL (members from
military bases across Canada) have agreed to
assist in some way with our convention as they
are too small a "province" to host a national
convention on their own. St. Pius X Council has
agreed to be the Transportation Committee and
because of their close proximity to the airport,
this offer is gratefully received.

In January, we will have a new theme, One Heart,
one Voice, one Mission. What an exciting venture
that will be! Councils are free to decide in what
direction they wish to go with this until a decision on
our focus has been made. Invitational cards, (one
card, back-to-back pictured below), are available
from National if councils want to use them during
Membership month in January.
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As was mentioned at the 2014 annual
convention in May, our goal is that all councils
contribute (in the time line of your choice) $15
per member towards the expenses of the
convention. Some councils may wish to donate
it all at once and soon, some may decide to pay
$5 per member each of the 3 years remaining
and some may choose to donate their total in
2016 or 2017. Any way you decide to
contribute, we are extremely appreciative and
the donations are trickling in. Please remember
that this contribution is not a must, but an ideal
goal we hope to reach. We were thrilled to
receive a $1000 cheque from both the Sisters of
Notre Dame and the Sisters ofSt. Martha. What
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