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Provincial President: Shirley Pierce, 19 Camhilda Lane, New Dominion, PE, C0A 1H6  

Phone: (h) 902-675-3726 © 902 394-2976 e-mail: smpierce@bellaliant.net 

As I look out my loft windows, I am amazed at the beauty of God’s creation- the gorgeous gold 

and orange maple leaves, the flaming red burning bushes, the beautiful purple asters, the bluish 

grey water and red cliffs on the West River; the list goes on and on.  The new CWL theme 

chosen by our National President Anne-Marie Gorman Care for Our Common Home will guide 

the work of the League for the next two years. We will be exploring this theme in detail and 

seeing what we as CWL members can do to care for our Mother Earth. 

Thank you to all who came to our very successful fall conferences in Fort Augustus and 

Kensington. The feedback was excellent, and we received some good suggestion for speakers. 

Soon, it will be time to wrap up the 2018 year and plan for 2019. I am hoping all our Presidents 

and their Executive members will complete the online reports this year, hopefully by December 

15 so that this can be completed, and everyone can enjoy Christmas. Let me know if you are 

having any problems and I can arrange for someone to help you. Ask your children or 

grandchildren to help. I find it takes about 12 minutes to complete the yes and no questions. 

There is also room for you to highlight anything about your council that you want others to know 

about such as your best practices, special milestones and accomplishments. 

I encourage you to read your fall CWL magazine to see what happened at the National 

Convention, the resolutions adopted, the provincial and national reports. There are many 

interesting ideas that you might want to consider doing in your council. Now is a good time to 

take some actions on the resolutions.  

If you have any articles/pictures for the newsletter, send them to Cathy Favaro  

cathyfavaro@hotmail.com by November 20. 

Take care and I hope to see you at either the November 3 or January 5 Provincial Council 

meeting/ leadership workshop. Thank you for all you do in your important role as President. 

 

President-Elect/Organization: Marilyn Gay Garvey, 1301 Bethel Road, Rte. 215, Bethel, PE, 

C1B 3L3      Phone: 902-218-3003  e-mail: marilynggarvey@gmail.com 

At the 98th annual National Convention there was a resounding acceptance of the new strategic 

plan for 2018 - 2022. Throughout League history adaptations have taken place when the sign of 

the times indicated they were necessary; I believe members are being called to do this again. 
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One of the changes made is a new mission statement.  Please encourage your members to know 

and be able to recite it. 

                                                    Mission statement: 

                                         The Catholic Women's League of Canada 

                                               calls its members to grow in faith 

                                        and to witness to the love of God 

                                                through ministry and service 

  

Whether you have an organization chairperson or not we encourage your council to become 

familiar with: 

     1]  Constitution and Bylaws 

     2]  Manual of Policy and Procedure 

     3]  Leading the League  [this teaching manual educates members on the basics of the league: 

you can team up with another council and/or invite a life member or provincial council member 

to do the presentation. 

     4]  The Catholic Women’s League of Canada Plans Strategically document [every council 

should have received a hard copy].  This will prepare us to communicate with excitement the 

League’s envisioned future. 

     5]     League resources and the annual reports[November1st] may be obtained on the national 

website. 

 

As the CWL year comes to a close, we would like to have your annual reports sent to National 

office by Dec.15, 2018.  These reports are very important and do not need to be 

burdensome.  Your executive council and/or members can work together to ensure that every 

standing committee’s work is captured.  If there is no particular standing committee chairperson, 

someone can still identify the work accomplished.  All questions do not need to be 

answered.  For more information you can call me or Shirley Pierce or provincial executive 

member to do the presentation. 

 

As members will be renewing their membership in January , now is a good time to be planning 

how to attract new members.  If we can set realistic goals and work and help one another, we 

will make it happen. 

 

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas with family and friends. 

 

Past President. Irene Gallant, 19 Barrymore Court, Charlottetown, PE, C1A 8C6             

Phone: 902-894-8375  e-mail: irenegallant@hotmail.com 

As fall is now upon us and we will be completing our annual reports in December, it is now time 

to think about the storage of all of your important documents.  Here is an outline of items you 

should be keeping for your Archives and History.   

 

Parish archives should include: 

a. original charter framed and displayed, if possible 

b. minutes of executive/general meetings are the permanent record of council activities and 

should be kept in dated binders 
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c. the recording secretary should retain minutes from the previous two terms only; all other 

minutes should be transferred to the archival binders 

d. the recording secretary should retain motion books from the previous two terms only; all 

other motion books should be transferred to the archival binders 

e. all accounting records (including cheques and receipts) should be kept for five years 

f. separate binder for other important information related to the life of the parish council: 

g. list of parish presidents/spiritual advisors with names/addresses and term of officeii. list of 

recipients of maple leaf service pins/League pins, with names and dates of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

presentations 

h. a record of anniversary dates of all members; this is an excellent reference for awards research 

i. Other: 

i. written histories 

ii. scrapbooks and/or albums labeled by date and event 

iii. annual reports 

iv. special project file with financial statements 

v. sample of newsletters, if applicable 

vi. each past president should be encouraged to write a two to three-page story of 

highlights of her term as president 

As always, if there is information that you would like to have stored in the provincial archives, 

just send it along to me and I will see that it goes to Archives.  Wishing you and your families a 

very Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year. 

 

Recording Secretary: Karen Rossiter, 1549 Greenwich Road, PE, C0A 2A0                    

Phone: 902-626-5362  e-mail: krossiter9@gmail.com 

Greeting to all fellow Sisters in the League.  I do hope your summer was pleasant and you and 

your Councils have settled in for the fall and coming winter season.   

We are off to a great start for our year with great turnouts for our Fall Conferences.  Thank you 

for all your comments and suggestions.  Without these, it is hard for us to improve for our future 

meetings and conferences.   

I personally want to say a huge Thank You to those of you that have stepped up to the role of 

Secretary.  This is a very important role; you are a valued member of your council  

As Janet MacLean, our National Secretary-Treasurer, mentioned in her Communique, there is no 

need to record every single thing that was said at the meetings.  Ask for copies of reports given at 

the meetings, and then include a copy of them with the minutes.   Just record the important items 

such as important decisions or motions made. Janet also mentioned that the annual online survey 

forms will be available soon. Please take a moment and fill out the forms. She mentioned that 

there is a question at the end of the form for comments.  Feel free to enter your comments in this 

area.  



I hope you are all filled with the spirit and continue to be such a positive example to your 

Council.  Thanks again!  

 

Resolution and Legislative: Leah Kinch, 1402 Greenmount Road, Tignish, PE, C0B 2B0 

Phone: (h) 902-882-3532 © 902-853-5058  email: leahkinch@hotmail.com 

 

Hello Sister Members: As I write this communique, the colder weather has arrived, and evenings 

are filled with early darkness. 

At the 2018 National Convention in Winnipeg three resolutions were passed:  

(1) 2018.01: Attestation Requirements on Canada Summer Program. 

(2) 2018.02: Setting a Standard for Products Marketed as Flushable.  

(3) 2018.03: Legislate Designation of Hospice/Palliative Care Services in Facilities to Exclude 

Medical Assistance in Dying.  

These three resolutions can be found on pages 18 and 19 in the fall Canadian League magazine. 

As CWL members, it is important for us to look at the Action Plan and become involved so that 

resolutions can become a success. 

With this communique you will find a draft letter re the resolution 2018.01 Attestation 

Requirements on Canada Summer Program.  As chair of Resolutions and Legislation, I 

encourage councils to become immediately involved in this cause that affected so many summer 

students on PEI and across Canada last year.  Use the attached letter as a sample and send letters 

to your local Member of Parliament, the Prime Minister and Minister Patty Hajdu, Minister of 

Employment, Workforce Development and Labour. Once an Action Plan is prepared and 

actioned, it is equally as important to monitor responses from Federal Government.  

In conclusion, please do not hesitate to contact me if you need support preparing a Resolution. 

Mother Teresa once said, “We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean, 

but the ocean would be less because of that missing drop.”  

 

Education and Health Brenda Pitre, 63 Old Martin, Tignish, PE, C0B 2B0                     

Phone:(h) 902-882-2189 © 902-856-1254. email: pitrefamily@hotmail.com 

As your Education and Health convenor, I encourage my sister members to embrace the beauty 

and blessings of this beautiful season. 

 

In her September National communique Faith Anderson, presently the chair of Education and 

Health, spoke on the importance of continuing with 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care in 

2019.  Medical assistance in dying is now legal in Canada, so let us continue to pray and be extra 

vigilant on promoting good Palliative Care. 
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Faith also spoke on a resolution adopted at 2018 Annual National Convention on establishing a 

National Standard of testing and labelling products marked “flushable”. I encourage council 

members to be mindful and educate the public regarding this resolution 2018.02 (Setting a 

Standard for Products Marketed as flushable). You will find the details of this resolution on page 

18 in the fall League magazine. 

 

As chair of Education and Health, I want to share information on the importance of influenza and 

pneumonia immunization to ensure prevention and protection for our upcoming season. Please 

encourage others to get their flu shots which are free at their local pharmacy. 

 

Attached to this communique is the application for the PEI Catholic Girls Bursary. Please make 

copies of these applications and put them in the back of your church. Encourage your university 

and college female students to apply.  Advertise this bursary in your church bulletin. The 

deadline date is January 31, 2019. 

 

As I begin my new position, please feel free any time to contact me with concerns or 

information. May our Lady of Good Council continue to bless and guide us as we continue to 

work for God and Canada. 

 

Treasurer: Janice Keough, PO Box 55, Albany, PE, C0B 1A0                                           

Phone: 902-393-2040  e-mail: janice.e.keough@gmail.com  

 

Any councils that haven't sent in their contributions to the Catholic Girl's Bursary, have until 

December 15 to mail their cheque to my home address. The cheque should be made out to PEI 

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE. Write on the front of the cheque 

that it is for the Catholic Girl's Bursary. As of October 24, we have collected $900.00 for the 

bursary. Last year, $1580 was collected by December 15. 

In January, 2019, our parish councils will be reviewing their records for 2018. Other years, we 

sent out a form for the councils to record their totals to show where their money was donated or 

spent. This year, to make things easier for our local councils, we won't be sending out the forms. 

Instead, the councils can send me their financial reports, or an email listing where their money 

was spent. We like to have these numbers to put in our financial report in the 2019 Convention 

booklet. It is a great way to show how our councils help out their parish and local community 

and charities. This information can be sent to me by email or mail by January 31, 2019. Also, 

this information will be sent on to National Office when I have the final totals completed. If you 

have any questions at all about the online reports, in regards to the treasurer's report, or any 

questions on doing budgets for next year, please feel free to contact me and hopefully I can help. 

If your council plans on doing a budget for 2019, information can be found on how to prepare a 

budget in Guidelines for Treasurers, as well as in the National Manual of Policy and Procedures 

on Finance. 
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 I have an interesting item in regards to our gift bag collections at our two fall conferences. Fort 

Augustus collection totalled $151.00, and Kensington totalled $151.10. The Fort Augustus 

collection went to Donagh Regional School for their Breakfast/lunch program, and the 

Kensington collection went to the Kensington Food Bank. It's great to see our collections going 

to local charities. 

Enjoy the rest of our fall season, and have a great Christmas Season. 

 

Community Life:  Donna McIver, 1350 Newton Road, Kinkora, PE, C0B 1N0                  

Phone 902-887-2325   email: donnamciver@outlook.com 

  

Some of the duties of my position, as Community Life Chair, deal with national and international 

aspects;  such as,  the needs of developing countries, promoting Development and Peace; other 

duties are local in nature, such as promoting community involvement, being aware of the needs 

of refugees, and being informed on legislation re immigration and citizenship.  

At this time of year, you will hear promotions for Coats for Kids; people can drop off coats for 

children at the dry cleaners. This is a wonderful initiative. Some groups do more than recycle 

their coats. The Knights and CWL in Cornwall have partnered with a local elementary school for 

the past two years and last year they outfitted fifty children with new snow pants and coats, hats 

and mitts. Other members contribute their gently used clothing to Diabetes Society, the Mission 

Store and to the WoHeLo at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. More than $35, 000 was raised 

through the sale of fall and winter clothing at the hospital recently. The WoHeLo volunteers also 

have a spring/summer sale and raise money for needed equipment at the neonatal unit. 

Many Islanders contribute generously to their local food banks through donations door to door, 

at church or wherever. This is needed in the community as so many cannot stretch their money 

from one cheque to the next. 

Soon, it will be time to prepare for Christmas and many families find it a struggle to buy gifts 

and food for their families. For some of us more fortunate, this is an opportunity for us to donate 

toys, sponsor a family, provide goodies for the Christmas hampers.   

Get involved in your community. Reuse and recycle clothes and other items you no longer use in 

your home. 

Many Islanders are involved in fundraising, sponsoring and helping immigrants settle on our 

gentle Island. Recently, there was a citizenship ceremony in Charlottetown and 195 immigrants 

became Canadian citizens. This is a wonderful event and these new Canadians are thrilled to call 

Canada their new home. Thank heavens we have legislation in Canada that allows immigrants, 

many of them coming from war torn countries, to find peace and a new life in our great country. 

Blessings to all. 
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Christian Family Life: Cindy McCardle, 1517 Newton Road, Middleton, PE, C0B 1N0 

Phone: 902-887-2232  e-mail: blaire@pei.sympatico.ca 

 

There are many important facets to the Christian Family Life standing committee and lots of 

activities we can do to make things happen. I will talk about several of these in this communique: 

keep current on matters related to family and support marriage and family, respect for sanctity of 

life, support ministries to various groups, including seniors. 

 

 Marriage and family: We are encouraged to pray, pray and pray some more and promote life 

along with family activities in parishes and communities. Some simple actions are to engage 

with families who bring their young children to church, thank the parents for bringing them, 

make them feel very welcome, even if their little ones make some noise in church. Maybe you 

could offer to babysit so the parents can get an hour or two to themselves or set up a time in 

December when you book the church hall and offer free babysitting while the parents Christmas 

shop.  

 

Respect for sanctity of life:  We were very fortunate at our recent fall conferences to have 

excellent speakers on many topics. Alex Schadenbery from the Euthanasia Coalition and Pat 

Wiedemer from the Right to Life Association gave very powerful messages about euthanasia, 

and medical assistance in dying. They both talked about the new DVD,  Fatal Flaws, Legalizing 

Assisted Death Some members have copies of this DVD, so you may be able to borrow and 

watch this with your members. I was fortunate to be able to hear Alex give an hour plus lecture 

at a gala dinner on September 22.  

Support ministries to Seniors:  We all have a special place in our hearts for seniors. Many of 

our members are now seniors. We all have relatives and friends in their golden years. All these 

seniors benefit greatly from interacting with others. Many seniors are living alone or  in assisted 

living or nursing homes and don’t have any children or grandchildren to visit. There are simple 

things we can do as CWL members to brighten their day:  bring them the Eucharist; visit them 

and bring a few muffins and a container of stew; play card games (you can play about six games 

of 45s in about 15 minutes; call them on the phone; send them a Thinking of You  or Christmas 

card; make copies of some old pictures for them; ask them if they need you to run some errands 

for groceries, personal items; take them out for coffee if they are able to get out.   

 

“The work of the Christian Family Life standing committee is never done; it requires everyone to 

take action. We are God’s hands and feet on earth and we need to continue to work as we are 

“inspired by the Spirit to respond to God’s call” (from Doreen Gowan’s 2018 annual report)  
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Communications/Corresponding Secretary: Cathy Favaro,                                                               

147 Cathy Drive, Cornwall, PE, C0A 1H8                                                                                       

Phone: 902-569-8826  e-mail: cathyfavaro@hotmail.com 

Greetings to all of you!  I hope that you have had a relaxing summer and are enjoying this 

beautiful fall, with all its splendid colors and interesting weather! 

It was great to see so many of you at the Fall Conference in Fort Augustus.  I always look 

forward to getting together with our CWL members; it’s a time of learning new things, renewing 

acquaintances, and having lots of laughs. 

Our National chairperson of Communications, Doreen Gowans, mentioned a few things in her 

recent memo: 

 We are encouraged to use On the Spot, a new site which “showcases council news items 

featuring work, activities, gifts, and talents; it is also a fun way for members to see 

themselves in a picture on the national website.”  To submit articles on the site, give your 

council title and location, a high resolution photograph, and a write-up (maximum of 50 

words). 

 Pornography Hurts postcards are available at cwl.ca  It is suggested that we “Engage 

members to write a question on the card directed to the Prime Minister, Minister of 

Justice, local member of parliament, or member of Legislative Assembly.  Adding the 

question provides the receiver an opportunity to send a reply, ensuring that it was read. 

Sign and send as many postcards as desired.  There is no special month to mail the cards.  

Ask members to inform you when a reply is received.”  Keep track and let Doreen 

Gowans at National know the total 

 Safety and the Internet: There are a number of links that provide information on 

children’s safety: missingkids.ca, kids in the know.ca, commit2kids.ca, and 

ProtectKidsOnline.ca 

 Media Relations:  We are encouraged to take a look at the national website, cwl.ca, 

which has been revised; feedback on this site can be sent to Doreen Gowans at National. 

 Media for Evangelization Saturday, November 17, 2018, at 8:00 pm EST.  There will 

be a showing of A Woman’s Voice: Conversations of Discernment and Grace on Salt and 

Light TV. 

If you have any articles/pictures for the upcoming newsletter, please send them to me at 

cathyfavaro@hotmail.com by November 20. 

Wishing you a joyful and blessed Christmas season. 
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Spiritual Development- Marion Murphy, 7 Treeside Lane, Millvale, PE, C0A 1E0Phone: 902-

621-0725 

We have today or some part of it. What should we do with it? We are told to pray always. How 

do we do that? We start on awakening with a thank you for a night of sleep, or rest, or prayer, or 

pain, or whatever the night presented. There is meaning to each. If we do that, even if we did not 

sleep as much as we desired, we learn to accept why it was so. Maybe someone needed prayers. 

Maybe we didn’t do enough physical activity to tire the body. Maybe we need to accept pain to 

share in Christ’s suffering. We should then thank God for the use of our limbs and senses and the 

beauty of the world around us. As we offer all we do and say and think, we set our day on the 

right path. In our subconscious, we learn to put that offering to work in all that happens. Let love 

reign. 

I encourage you to read your CWL magazine from cover to cover for ideas on how others are 

living out their Gospel call. Take note of the resolutions passed at this year’s annual convention. 

Ask yourself how you can respond to each in your own life and council. Learn all you can about 

reaching out to those in need and then do it. In other words, action from every member makes 

good things happen. Thank you for every effort, be it big or small. 

I encourage you to be proactive by offering your help in the various ministries at your church. 

Let those in leadership positions know that you are available and ready to assist. An area needing 

help in many churches is as a greeter, to say a friendly good morning as people enter the church. 

Another is helping to serve the food after funerals. That is a special time when we can offer 

support to grieving families by our presence and the cheerful giving of our time. Many of Jesus’ 

teachings were done in the presence of food. It is a time to be in communion with those who are 

suffering. Ask Our Lady of Good Counsel to accompany you on these occasions. 

I want to remind you that whenever one of your CWL members passes, you need to send the 

deceased member’s information to National Office and also send me the information for our 

Book of Life. I want to ensure we have all the names, so we can honour these members at our 

deceased members’ ceremony at our provincial conventions. Thank you. 

 God’s peace to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Administered by the Provincial Catholic Women's League of Canada (CWL) 

Available to Catholic Girls and Women attending College or University Institutions. 

DEADLINE DATE: January 31, 2019 

 

Name of Applicant: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home Address: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

County: Prince--- Queens---- Kings---- Postal Code-------------- Phone----------------------- 

High School graduated from-------------------------------------Graduation date----------------- 

University or College you are presently attending:----------------------------------------- 

Other scholarships or bursaries with total $ value being received, not including government 

bursaries------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marital Status: --------------- Occupation of Spouse: --------------------------------------------- 

Name of Parent or Guardians:----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Occupation of Father----employed at ------------------------------------unemployed------------- 

Occupation of Mother---employed at-------------------------------------unemployed-------------- 

How many other members in the family are attending college or university------------------------ 

Extenuating circumstances such as illness, financial need, job security, dependent children at 

home, etc. which would warrant that every effort be made to grant a Catholic Girls Bursary to 

the applicant-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Involvement in the Catholic Church------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Guidelines: 

● Resident of PEl for 2 years (can be out of province for college or university studies.) 

● Member in good standing of the Catholic Church 

● A student may receive this bursary only once in their college or university education. 

● The person must be a full-time college or university student as of September 2018. 

● When a relative (mother, aunt, sister or guardian) sits on the bursary committee, they will 

abstain from the vote of the applicant. 

 

The signature of one of the following people is necessary:  Pastor or CWL President. (sign 

below) 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- Date--------------------------------- 

 

Signature of Applicant------------------------------------------------ Date--------------------------------- 

 

Please note: The deadline for receiving applications is January 31, 2019. The application 

forms are available from your local CWL or Mar McIssac. They are to be returned to Mar 

McIssac, 122 Sunnyside Road, Richmond, PE COB 1YO Tel: 902-854-3299. 

Revised October 2018 

 

 

 



November 15, 2018                                                                                                                                                   

Prime Minister Justin  Trudeau                                                                                                                              

House of Commons                                                                                                                                            

Ottawa, ON                                                                                                                                                                

K1A 0A6 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

 The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, representing more than 80,000 citizens across 

Canada, are writing to express concern about the attestation requirements for the 2018 Canada 

Summer Jobs Program. We want to ensure that this attestation requirement is not continued in 

the future. Members of the League are very concerned that a federal government would 

discriminate against its own citizens by forcing them to sign an attestation that compromises 

their belief system. 

Canadian citizens, not just those with a set of religious values, are outraged that the federal 

government would have taken steps to force the people they represent to conform to the belief 

systems of those in power to access services.  The League implores you to understand that to ask 

someone to deny their faith or their beliefs to receive funding from the government is simply 

undemocratic, unconstitutional and unethical. 

The federal government has the duty to protect and respect all its citizens. It should not seek to 

silence those who would disagree or penalize them for their contrary viewpoints. Tolerance of 

and respect for all viewpoints, including the right to freedom of religion and freedom of 

conscience, were once hall marks of Canadian Society. Actions such as the attestation 

requirements make it increasingly difficult for all of us to live in peace in our county, and in fact 

add to the polarization that is becoming more prevalent. 

Members of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada on Prince Edward Island are asking that 

the attestation be removed from the 2109 and all future Canada Summer Jobs programs to 

respect the freedom of religion and conscience as set in the Canadian Charter of Right and 

Freedoms. 

Sincerely 

cc:   Hon. Patricia Hajdu, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Labour 

 Hon. Lawrence MacAulay 

Hon. Wayne Easter 

MP Sean Casey 

MP Robert Morrissey 


