
 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

PEI Provincial Council 

Communiqué #3: February/March 2022 

Mary, Our Lady of Good Counsel, I offer myself to you.   

And to show my devotion to you, I offer my eyes, my ears, my heart and soul, my whole being.   

Keep me, guard me, and make me a channel of your peace and wisdom through you.    

Amen. 

(Submitted by Karen Rossiter, Provincial President Elect) 

 

 

Provincial President’s Communiqué #3       From:  Marilyn Gay Garvey 

Dear Sisters in the League: 

In January, PEI was visited by the Omicron Variant of COVID which plunged us back into more restrictions. 

Because of this, the Provincial Council decided we would try to have an online Area Meeting instead of the 

usual in person meeting. This was scheduled for Feb. 26
th

 10-12noon and was entitled “Catholic and Living It” 

It required registration and receiving a link to the website. Cheryl Boom, our Provincial Treasurer and Zoom 

Technician offered to set this up. Thanks to Cheryl, we were all pleasantly surprised to have the meeting run 

smoothly. Cheryl was also available to assist members who were not familiar with zoom and to answer how to 

questions. One council set up their computer at home so that 7 CWL members were able to take part in the 

meeting. We had a total of 72 members in attendance and 20 out of 30 councils were represented.  Online 

meetings and communication are becoming the way of the future and when you can’t attend a meeting in 

person, then this becomes a valid substitute.   

We were blessed to have 4 great speakers who addressed our new theme “Catholic and Living It”.  We were 

honored to have Fran Lucas, our National CWL President present her program from Alberta, Fr. Brian 

MacDougall, our Provincial Spiritual Advisor, from Morell, PEI, Fr. Doug MacDonald and Elaine Black from 

Cornwall, PEI who spoke on “Our CWL Family & Loving It” as well as conducting a breakout session. 

Although we missed our in-person area meetings, the computer does have some advantages specially to keep 

people connected. We, therefore, encourage as many councils/members as possible to be able to engage in 

online communication or to be prepared to join with another council if this is more convenient. 

For those members who were unable to register for the Feb. 26,2022 Zoom Area Meeting I am enclosing the 

link to the full meeting. Here is the link: https://vimeo.com/683659050/c4f60efb11  

Many thanks go out to everyone who participated and helped to make this Area Meeting a success.  

The Provincial Executive is presently working on the 100
th

 Annual Convention of the PEI Provincial Council of 

the Catholic Women’s League of Canada which will take place on Fri. May 6 and Sat. May 7, 2022, at the Rodd 

Royalty, 14 Capital Drive, Charlottetown. An information package has been mailed out to all Parish Presidents 

https://vimeo.com/683659050/c4f60efb11


 
and Life Members for registration. If you think you will want to stay overnight at the Rodd Royalty, you should 

reserve your room at the special rate soon. 

 Also, I am asking your President or another member of your council to help contact those members who may 

not have attended a council meeting in the past 2 years  because of COVID to 1) make a friendly call to say 

hello 2) to tell them about the upcoming 100
th

 Anniversary of the PEI Provincial CWL Council taking place on 

May 6 & 7, 2022 @ Rodd Royalty, 14 Capital Drive, Charlottetown and invite them to come to all or part of the 

Convention.  Also, for those only wanting to attend the Mass, there is no charge or registration, and your friends 

and family are welcome to come. The Mass will take place at St. Dunstan’s Basilica, Sat. May 7 @8:30 am.  If 

you want to attend part or all the Convention, please contact your council president to register before April 15, 

2022. 

We were very happy to receive a donation/legacy of $3000 from the Late Helen Florence MacIsaac, formerly of  

Souris, PEI , to go towards the PEI Catholic Girl’s Bursary. The names of the recipients for the PEI Catholic 

Girls Bursaries this year will be posted in the May 2022 Convention Booklet. 

I was able to attend the annual winter meeting for the CWL national executive /board/provincial presidents 

which took place in Toronto, Feb. 17-19 this year. The meeting was filled with fruitful discussion and important 

information that will be brought to the national annual meeting of members (AMM) in August 2022.  Anyone 

interested in attending the 102
nd

 Annual National Convention Aug. 14-17, 2022, being held in Kelowna, British 

Columbia can find the registration form in their latest League Magazine or go online @cwl.ca. 

Members are still encouraged to continue with the Gratitude Project as a way of thanking frontline workers and 

anyone who has helped their community during COVID-19. 

Reminder: Please send 2 forms for Reporting Deceased Members – 1 form online or mailed to National and the 

2nd form emailed or mailed to our PEI Spiritual Development Chairperson: Dianne McCarville, 11 Michelle 

Crescent, Charlottetown, PE  C1A 0G7; email: dianne.mccarville@gmail.com  Thank You. 

Thank you to all who completed their annual reports this year and to those who are collecting their 

memberships. 

Please continue to pray and fast with Pope Francis for Peace in the Ukraine as well as continuing to pray for the 

success of our 100
th

 PEI CWL Anniversary Convention. 

In closing, we are planning to go ahead with an in-person Convention on May 6 & 7, 2022 according to the 

most recent COVID assessment by Dr. Morrison and PEI Public Health Regulations.  If there is any change in 

restrictions/protocol, we will immediately notify you. Please be reassured that the safest protocol will be in 

place, and it will be strictly enforced. 

Thank You for All Your Good Work. 

God Bless You and Your Families and May Our Lady of Good Counsel Guide Us. 

Marilyn Gay Garvey, PEI Provincial President 

902-218-3003      cwl.president.pei@gmail.com  

mailto:dianne.mccarville@gmail.com
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President Elect/ Organization Communiqué #3      From: Karen Rossiter  

With the new year comes new beginnings, and new hopes and aspirations.  Each one of us wishes and hopes for 

a pleasant year filled with happiness and joy.  The CWL is no different.  We are hoping for a happy, prosperous, 

and healthy year for all Parish Councils of PEI. We are especially hoping for an end to this Pandemic we are 

living in and a return to some sort of a normal life.  

The new year is also a busy time for the CWL.  Nationally, Provincially, and locally we are all completing our 

annual reports, preparing for the upcoming year, and hopefully thinking of ways to bring in new members.  I 

trust that each of you has completed your online reports or printed them and sent them in to National.  I am 

presently reviewing them and am looking forward to the results.  I hope to be able to assist you in making the 

CWL on PEI the best that it can be.  

These are hard times, for everyone, everywhere.  Councils across our beautiful nation are struggling, especially 

during this Covid pandemic.  It is hard to meet, even hard to hold zoom meetings for some, and even harder to 

try to do anything for our parish or community.  Our members are getting older.  I ask that we try to hold on a 

little longer, trust in Our Lady of Good Council to guide us through this.  She will help us get though this and 

onto the next chapter of the CWL. 

Sometimes there feels like no other option but to disband.  Do not hesitate to reach out to your fellow sisters at 

the Provincial Council.  We are here to help.  We would love to help you get through this tough time so you can 

look forward to the next chapter in your CWL journey.  

Memberships are the way to our future.  New members are what keeps us breathing and growing.  New 

members learn and grow from the wisdom and knowledge of our senior members.  They can take this 

knowledge and bring it forward in new ways.  If each Council could bring in even one new member, that would 

be 33 new members for our province.  What a feat that would be.  I challenge each Council to try to bring in at 

least one new member this year.   Host a meet and greet, have a CWL Sunday with an information session 

afterwards, leave information pamphlets at the back of the church or pass them out as parishioners are leaving 

Mass.  

Our national website continues to be an invaluable resource that is ever growing.  The latest being a workshop 

entitled Telling the REAL story: Eliminating Misconceptions About the League (#830).  There is also a new 

Newsletter Template (#145a) and how to instructions to go with it (#145b).  Along with many other exciting 

resources.  

There are opportunities to volunteer for the various working group committees, and surveys from the 

Implementation Committee.  Please think about answering the call and stepping up, it will be very rewarding. 

Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions about volunteering, I will gladly help you out.  As always, 

don’t forget to follow us on social media, and like and share our posts and videos on Facebook.  

Just a reminder we are celebrating our 100
th

 Anniversary at our Provincial Convention in Charlottetown on May 

6 and 7, 2022.  I hope to see as many of you there as possible.  It will be a wonderful celebration of all that is 

CWL and all that we can become.           

Your Sister in the League,   Karen Rossiter  



 
Past President’s Communiqué #3       From:  Shirley Pierce: 

 

In my November communiqué, I wrote about the important role that Past Presidents play in being responsible 

for the archives and history of their council. 

 

 In this communiqué I will explain the third important duty: “facilitate and encourage the study and 

implementation of the Constitution & Bylaws. The past president should encourage members to become 

knowledgeable about the Constitution & Bylaws and to conduct the affairs of the council accordingly. 

Any questions related to the interpretation of the Constitution & Bylaws shall be referred to the national 

chairperson of laws.” 

The Constitution & Bylaws is a 47-page document that details all aspects of the Catholic Women’s League of 

Canada: history, patroness, crest, objects, organization, directors, officers and their duties, standing committees, 

meetings, conventions and quorums, finance, etc. Copies of the Constitution & Bylaws can be downloaded from 

the National website or can be purchased from National Office.  

I encourage you to review this document to refresh your memory on important facets of the League and share 

them with your members, maybe review a small section at each meeting. There is a full explanation of the 

Constitution & Bylaws in the 201 pages’ document, the National Manual of Policy and Procedure, which is also 

available online. 

Some people in the past have suggested that new members should receive a copy of the Constitution & Bylaws 

when they join; I believe that a new member would find this a bit daunting. They would likely learn more about 

the CWL by attending CWL meetings and watching their sister members in action. Executive members at all 

levels should be very familiar with the Constitution & Bylaws.  

 The Constitution & Bylaws mentions Instructed votes “An instructed vote requires the voting delegate to vote 

according to the instructions of the council represented.  A voting delegate holding an instructed vote is deemed 

to hold a group proxy for the council represented.” 

Instructed votes are used when there are suggested changes to the per capita fees, elections and amendments to 

the Constitution & Bylaws. A great example of instructed votes took place last winter when councils held an 

instructed vote on the Amendments package that was sent to each council.  Council members voted on each 

amendment and sent the results to National Office, Provincial Council and kept their copy. This year these 

instructed votes will be taken to our May Convention and the results taken to the National Convention. 

Presidents should bring their copy to the Convention.  I do have copies of all the instructed votes taken last 

winter. 

 

Resolutions and Legislation Communiqué #3      From: Cindy McCardle:   

I hope everyone is doing well and looking forward to again meeting in person. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you are planning to present a resolution this year 

Our national chair of Resolutions, Rolande Chernichan, has advised me she is able to help with any research or 

questions we have in this convenorship . 



 
 

National has started a committee to look at the past position papers on different topics to see if they need 

attention regarding rewording to clarify the CWL position on these topics.  

 

As provincial convenor for Legislation, I remind everyone to keep up to date with our government’s stand on 

topics relevant to our members . 

 

Pope Francis wrote: Politics, according to the Social Doctrine of the church , is one of the highest forms of 

charity , because it serves the common good. 

 

Our national chair of Legislation, Glenda Carson, reminds us of the following websites available to provide 

information on parliamentary sessions and bills that are moving towards royal assent. 

https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/       and      https://justice.gc.ca/eng/ 

Thank you  

Cindy McCardle 

 

Education and Health Communiqué #3      From:  Donna McIver 

Sisters in the league:  

With Covid still upon us we help promote Catholic education in our areas through catechesis and RCIA . 

 

Please remember to keep all the sick in our prayers , Covid is affecting many people in different ways with 

sickness, death, and family members dealing with all this. 

 

The Catholic girls bursary committee have met and finalized the recipients.  Those receiving funding will be 

contacted in the near future. 

 

As education and health convenor please contact me regarding any concerns 

God bless.    

Donna 

 

Treasurer Communiqué #3      From: Cheryl Boom 

 

As we begin 2022, I am grateful and thankful for many things.  

Faith: That we have been able to attend Mass in person.  

Service: That our councils and members have been helpful in serving our community and parishes in innovative 

ways because of Covid restrictions. 

https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/
https://justice.gc.ca/eng/


 
Social Justice: Through maintaining support for needy organizations, educating members and speaking up 

about injustice. Expressing Gratitude for all those who have worked diligently throughout this pandemic to keep 

us safe.  

 

National Secretary-Treasurer, Marie Rackley says it is our responsibility to provide the information to members 

on why an increase in per capita fees is needed and to please give thoughtful consideration of the proposed per-

capita increase. The deadline for the instructive vote is fast approaching and is due to National office by March 

28
th

. There is still time if you have not already submitted your form. There is more information from our 

National Secretary-Treasurer in her Communique #2: https://cwl.ca/communique-2-secretarytreasurer/. A Per 

Capita Fee Increase Fact Sheet is also included.  

I just received from our National Secretary-Treasurer Communique #4 Communique #4 – Secretary-Treasurer - 

The Catholic Women's League of Canada (cwl.ca). Please have a read. 

Just a friendly reminder that Per Capita Fees (aka membership dues) for 2022 are now due. Please remit them to 

National office on a regular basis, rather than waiting until all are collected for your council.  

Please contact me at 780-982-0724 or e-mail peicwl.provtreas@gmail.com if you have any questions or need 

assistance with preparing budgets.   

 

God bless and keep yourself and all safe! 

 

Community Life Communiqué #3      From: Leah Kinch,  

 

Greetings Sister Members, 

 

I would like to share some points of interest that I received from National Community Life Chairperson Faith 

Anderson. Hopefully we as members will be able to participate and apply and share some of her information to 

our councils on PE.  

 

Lent is fast approaching and the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace are asking CWL 

members to put People and Planet First, using three methods of reflection: “See, Judge and Act”. “See: Tell us 

how our gifts can make a difference in the global South.  Judge is the impact of solidarity on the world.  Act by 

choosing to give by the heart”.   

 

The Share Lent program for 2022 will be using the previous and new National themes Care for Our Common 

Home and Catholic and Living it focusing on putting people and planet first. Information is also available on 

how members can put Catholic social justice teachings into action.  

 

As Canadian Citizens during these difficult times, we are asked to pray for our refugees that are entering 

Canadian citizenship. Prayers are also being asked for the end to Human Trafficking. The Canadian Conference 

of Catholic Bishops have addressed this issue. Prayers are asked for a successful meeting with the Holy Father 

and individual Indigenous delegation the week of March 28th 2022.   

 

https://cwl.ca/communique-2-secretarytreasurer/
https://cwl.ca/communique-4-secretary-treasurer/
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February is Black History Month, the focus is to recognize the daily contributions Black Canadians make to 

Canada.  As members of a great women’s organization, let us start our Lenten journey by sharing our 

knowledge with each other and seek ways to become educated and informed members.  

 

Leah  

1402 Greenmount Road, Tignish PE. COB2BO. Phone (home) 902-882-3531 (Cell) 902-853-5058. Email 

leahkinch@hotmail.com 

 

 

Christian Family Life Communiqué #3      From: Brenda Pitre 

 

As your Christian Family Life Convenor, may we never tire of praying for families, and all vocations . 

A communiqué was received on February 7,2022 from Dorothy Johansen, National Christian Family Life 

Chairperson, whereby she focused on the upcoming National World Day for Vocations on May 8,2022.  She 

encourages members to be active and participate by attending mass, saying a rosary for vocations or praying for 

those preparing for their vocations to priesthood or religious life. A prayer for vocations and a prayer for 

seminarians was included in this communique. This information and prayer can be viewed on the CWL 

National website.  

https://cwl.ca/communique-4-christian-family-life/ 

 

LUKE 10:2 The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

labourers into the harvest. 

 

As a CWL member, I encourage my sister members to participate in some of the events listed above. 

 

Brenda  

63 Old Martin Rd. Tignish PE, COB 2BO 

Ph. no. 902 882-2189 © 902 856-1254   email   pitrefamily12@gmail.com 

 

 

Communications Communiqué #3      From : Crissy Czank 

 

Dear Sisters in the League, 

I hope you and your family and friends continue to support each other during these challenging times.   

 

The February edition of The League Magazine should have reached you by now with many articles and pieces 

of information to read, enjoy, and perhaps discuss with others.  The decision was made to have one issue of The 

League Magazine publications be an online only version each year.  As a result, your spring edition of The 

League Magazine will be available online only.   

 

For Your Information: There have been issues with communications coming to the national CWL office from 

“sympatico.ca” based email addresses.  The national CWL internet provider has determined that it will no 

longer accept emails from “sympatico.ca” addresses for security purposes.  If you are communicating with the 

national CWL office, you are advised to do so through an alternate email provider.   

mailto:leahkinch@hotmail.com
https://cwl.ca/communique-4-christian-family-life/
mailto:pitrefamily12@gmail.com


 
 

Has your council talked about using a newsletter to gather and share information with your members?  Well, 

now there is an easy to use template under the “to organize” tab on the national CWL website (100 series) to 

help you.  Just fill in your council’s information and print or email copies to your members.  The template is 

inviting looking and a tip sheet is also available to make the job easy.  Why not give it a try! 

 

Just a reminder that there are promotional materials available under  the “to organize” tab of the national 

website (300 series) where you will find promotional posters, membership brochures and a PowerPoint 

presentation on our new theme “Catholic and Living It” complete with speaker notes for a quick presentation on 

the theme or membership event.     

 

If your council has something special going on, no matter how big or small, don’t forget to take a few pictures 

and send them to me so I can submit them to the “On The Spot” section of the national CWL website!  I can be 

reached at (902)969-8687 or by email at cfczank@edu/pe.ca.    

 

 

Spiritual Development, Communiqué #3      From: Dianne McCarville 

 

Greetings to my sisters in the League; it is hard to believe that Christmas was almost 2 months ago. Yet, since 

then we all survived 4 substantial snow storms and Omicron waves and are happily looking forward to returning 

to our new normal. It has been very busy with CWL meetings (virtual) and plans for the future for the lifting up 

of the wonderful ladies of the CWL.  

Recently a communiqué was sent to the councils from our National Chairperson, Cathy Bouchard. Cathy 

invited everyone to join Pope Francis to voice their dreams, ideas and concerns under the theme for a Synodal 

Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission, launched worldwide October 17, 2021. I encourage you to 

read up on this Synod and how to get in on the action.  Maybe you already belong to a group that are presently 

dialoguing or would like to start a group. For more information, contact Jennifer Scott at the Diocese of 

Charlottetown, or your parish priest.  A recent message from Cathy in the latest CWL magazine, ties together 

the CWL newest focus “Catholic and Living it” and the Synodal Church.  

Lent is fast approaching and I just received a whole new set of prayers; 1) Mostly Mealtime Prayers, but can be 

adapted to suit a need. I also received CWL Lenten Resources for 2022. I am forwarding under separate cover, 

please take time to review and use at your discretion. 

Catholic and Living It    Loving Father, open our hearts to Your infinite love for all people, and to your presence 

with us wherever we go in your name.  - Lord Jesus, deepen the spiritual Life of the Catholic Women’s League. 

Strengthen the faith and good works of our members, Building-up life in the world by being Catholic and Living It! May 

we imitate you with works of mercy, welcoming the forgotten, suffering or vulnerable wherever we encounter them.  Holy 

Spirit, strengthen us to live our faith witnessing to life, peace and social justice daily wherever we are in Canada through 

the intercession of Our Lady of Good Council, May we be joyful and responsive to our Christian calling, by truly being 

Catholic and Living It!  We make this prayer through Jesus, Our Teacher and Messiah, who lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever.  Amen! 



 
 


