
 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

 

Communiqué #4 ~ PEI Provincial Council 

September 2022 

 

   “To Our Lady of Good Counsel” 
Patroness of the Catholic Women’s  
             League of Canada                      
                                       
Mary, Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Filled with the Holy Spirit  
You were a faithful disciple of 
Jesus, your Son. 
 
Intercede with your Son for us 
That we may be faithful to our 
baptism, 
fervent in prayer, 
and generous in the service we give 
to our sisters and brothers. 
 
May the Spirit of the Living God, 
Who graced you with the gift of counsel, 
lead us in the way of truth and love. 
 
With the help of your prayers, 
May we come to rejoice forever 
with you and the great company of saints 
in the kingdom of heaven.     
Amen 

 



 
Provincial President’s Communiqué #4 
Dear Sisters in the League: 

WELCOME BACK!   I hope you have all had an enjoyable and restful summer with family and friends. 

PEI 100
th

 CWL ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION 2022: Time seems to fly by as I recall the beautiful 

celebration of our 100
th

 CWL Anniversary on May 6 & 7,  2022 at Rodd Royalty Inn with Mass  at St. 

Dunstan’s  Basilica, Charlottetown. We were blessed with approximately 150 members in attendance and 

honored to have wonderful guest speakers such as Lieutenant Governor Antoinette Perry who gave words of 

recognition and encouragement  for the work of the CWL on PEI. Julie Pellissier-Lush, PEI Poet Laureate , 

captivated attendees with her stories about  her Indigenous culture and of  healing over seven generations. CWL 

life member, Elaine Black,  took us back in history when two Island women were instrumental in forming the  

Catholic Women’s League as a National organization. Our National CWL President, Fran Lucas joined us from 

Edmonton, Alberta, and shared with us more on the new theme “Catholic & Living It”. She also asked us to 

make “100 Ribbons for Ukraine “ for the National Convention to show our support.  A beautiful CWL quilted 

wall hanging made by CWL members Shirley Pierce an Cathy Favaro  was displayed at the convention. This 

quilt is to be circulated around to all parish councils in celebration of the 100
th

 anniversary. We thanked Fr. 

Brian MacDougall for his faithful work and guidance with the CWL over the past 5 years and at the same time 

welcomed Fr. Danny Wilson for accepting the role of CWL Provincial Spiritual Advisor for the next 5 years. 

An official ceremony will take place during  Mass at St. Joachim’s  Church on Oct. 15
th

. Many  thanks goes out 

to all who participated in making this celebration a success.  More information and pictures can be found on the 

PEI website www.cwlpei.ca 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 2022:   My next big event was to attend the 102
nd

 Annual National Convention 

held in beautiful Kelowna, BC (Aug.14-17, 2022) along with President-Elect Karen Rossiter and Cheryl Boom, 

Treasurer. It was a wonderful experience to be with nearly 500 members from across Canada. Coverage of this 

event can be viewed at the National  website www.cwl.ca as well as the PEI CWL website www.cwlpei.ca  The 

fall magazine will be mailed out Oct. 19
th

 and it will have good coverage of the Convention also. 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE CANADIAN MARTYRS: On  September 24
th

 at St. Peter’s Church, Seven 

Mile Bay, the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Women’s League will be holding the Annual Pilgrimage 

to the Canadian Martyrs. The Rosary will begin at 10am and Mass at 10:30am. A collection will be taken for 

PEI Life. Everyone welcome. Refreshments will not be served. 

FALL CONFERENCES: There will be two fall conferences this year from 8:30 am to 1pm at St. Joachim’s 

Church,  Vernon River on October 15th and St. Paul’s Church, Summerside on October 29th. There is no 

Registration required. Although  Public Health restrictions are no longer in effect, masks and hand sanitizer will 

be available. 

The tentative schedule is as follows: 

 8:30 – Registration  

 9:00 – Mass with Fr. Danny 

 9:30 – Break with coffee, muffins etc. 
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10:00- Business 

10:50- Julie Pelletier- Lush (St. Joachim’s); Sr. Shelly Grant (St. Paul’s, Summerside);  

             Topic: Truth & Reconciliation’s 94 Calls to Action 

11:45- Tammy MacKinnon, Topic: Island Pregnancy Centre 

12:00- Karen Rossiter “Online Reports” 

12:30- Announcements, Questions, Evaluations, Draw for Gift Bag 

12:45- Closing Prayer 

St. Jerome’s bookstore will be available from 8am-1pm. National Supplies will also be available. 

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER. We will have a newsletter prepared for Christmas. Please send pictures and a 

short description to Crissy Czank at cfczank@edu.pe.ca 

INDIGENOUS RECONCILIATION FUND or PAPAL  VISIT. A Community Life Communique #10 dated 

July 27, 2022 was sent out by Faith Anderson, National Chairperson of Community Life about providing 

support for the Papal Visit or donations toward the Reconciliation Fund. Councils can direct donations to their 

diocese(Charlottetown Diocese will be having a collection the beginning of November. This will be announced 

in your Parish Bulletin) or directly to papalvisit.ca or mailed to the CCCB (write on check where money is to 

go). Some councils have already made donations. Be sure to include this information in the 2022 CWL annual 

report survey. These donations are suggestions and completely voluntary. 

Highlights of The  AMENDMENTS  which  were  passed at the National Convention in Kelowna, BC. 

1.  Our Lady of Good Counsel will remain our Patroness. 

2.  The Per Capita Fee will increase to $13. This will increase our membership fee to $32 for 2023. Please read 

the Secretary- Treasurer Communique #5  to explain this. 

3.  The FAITH, SERVICE and SOCIAL  JUSTICE pdf document will give you an understanding  of how the 8 

committees will be reduced to 3. 

4.  Effective January 2023, any council having elections must implement the amended positions  as adopted by 

the instructed vote. The Executive  positions will consist of President, vice-President, secretary, treasurer (or 

combined secretary-treasurer), the 3 standing committees of faith, service and social justice and the past 

President. Over the next two years, all councils will change over as their elections occur across Canada.  PEI 

Provincial Council will change  May 2023. 

5.  Inter-level communications.  New protocols for communication have been adopted during this change over 

whereby National communiqués will be sent to the provincial President and secretary to be forwarded to the 

executive, parish presidents or proper provincial  standing committee for action. The same will apply whether 

sending from top-down or from down-up. Please call me (902-218-3003) or email me 

cwl.president.pei@gmail.com  if you have any questions. 
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mailto:cwl.president.pei@gmail.com


 
ANNUAL REPORT PROCESS will be simplified this year with only one online report required. More 

information will be in the Oct. 3, mail out from National and Karen Rossiter, our President-Elect will review 

this at our fall workshops. 

DEVELOPMENT and PEACE Partner Projects. League members  and councils support the National voluntary 

fund for Development and Peace through the 1% program. This year three projects will benefit from the 

League’s support: education programs in Afghanistan, literacy for women in the Congo and food security in 

Mail, Niger and Burkina Faso. 

NATIONAL SOCIAL MEDIA ASSISTANT: “On the Spot” has been changed to “SPOTLIGHT “ to shine 

light on members, councils and their projects. Please continue to send in photographs and information of 

activities from your councils to be featured in “Spotlight” and on social media. Members enjoy seeing all the 

amazing works being done in councils across  Canada. Any submissions to “Spotlight” should be sent to our 

new social media assistant Catherine at digitalmedia@cwl.ca 

ENGAGEMENT HUB: Last winter the National Board made a decision to engage Clark Communications to 

develop and launch an engagement hub. The hub is intended to draw traffic to it and then redirect the traffic to 

the League’s regular website. It will generate new leads for recruiting and provide Clark-curated information to 

those who sign-up to receive updates. It may be found at  www.catholicwomenunite.ca 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND: This fund will continue to consider applications only for items and 

projects related to the strategic plan. 

NATIONAL BURSARY FUND: The addition of education toward a nursing degree has been added. Each 

application will be examined  on a case by case basis to ensure that the intent of the applicant is to provide 

ministry to life at all stages from conception to natural death. The updated criteria and application form are 

found on the cwl.ca website and the deadline for applying is May 15
th

. 

RESOLUTION 2022.01 titled  “Enact Federal Legislation to Reduce Food Loss and Waste”, was gifted by 

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council and adopted at the National convention held in Kelowna, BC. The 

resolution is available for viewing or download from the League’s website and will be in the fall magazine. The 

newly revised “ Resolutions Supplement to the Executive Handbook” and the “Resolutions Guide” will also be 

available in the coming months to guide members in the development process for resolutions. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: The moratorium on life membership has been lifted. 

Thank you and God Bless you as you continue your work, “For God and Canada”.  May Our Lady of Good 

Counsel guide us. 

Marilyn Gay Garvey, PEI Provincial President 

902-218-3003     cwl.president.pei@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:digitalmedia@cwl.ca
www.catholicwomenunite.ca


 

 

President Elect/ Organization Communiqué #4 

From: Karen Rossiter  

Hello, my sisters in the League. I hope you have been enjoying the beautiful summer weather we have been 

having and have been staying safe at the same time. The summer has certainly flown by, and fall is almost upon 

us. With fall brings renewal and refreshment, the days have that fall feeling and the evenings are wonderful 

sweater weather.  

With fall, we see convention time behind us. As our national President Elect stated in her April Communique, 

“After more than two years of not meeting in person, it is with a feeling of enthusiasm that members can get 

together for information and renewal.” I couldn’t agree more with her. This was also evident in the huge turnout 

we had at our Provincial Convention. Thank you, our fellow sister in the League, for that. It was a huge success 

and a wonderful celebration of our Catholic Faith and sisterhood.  

Our National Convention is also behind us. It was held in Kelowna, BC this year, and as usual, did not 

disappoint. We had four wonderful days filled with fellowship, friendship, fun, and education. I will have a 

convention update at the Fall Conferences in October so stay tuned.  

With new presidents, and hopefully some president elects and/or chairs of Organization we at Provincial, and 

National level want you to be aware that there are programs on our national website that can help you with your 

new role. You and your executive should complete: • The welcome Program (#621). This program is a tool for 

memberships drives and invitations. • The Executive Orientation (#828). This program offers a complete 

overview of executive positions. Both will assist you wonderfully on your CWL journey.  

Reach out if you need any assistance. 

 

Past President’s Communiqué #4 

 

From:  Shirley Pierce 

 

In my February communiqué, I wrote about the important role that Past Presidents play in facilitating  and 

encouraging  the study and implementation of the Constitution & Bylaws. 

The fourth duty of the past president is  perform other duties as assigned by the president. I consider my role 

is to provide advice and guidance to the president when she requests it. Having been on the Provincial board for 

six years and having  been on the National board for two years, I have been exposed to many situations, 

discussions and experiences and I am happy to share my opinion if this is helpful for the president. This could 

include feedback/suggestions on conventions, elections, fall conferences, presidents’ meeting, handling delicate 

situations, interpreting national communiques and directions, etc.  

The past presidents at the local council level do similar functions- always available to help when needed.  It in 

my opinion that the past presidents should not continue to be the main “workers”. I feel that they have been 

very actively involved in their councils often in several executive positions, maybe including president elect, 



 
before their term as presidents and that other members should now become more involved in the work. They 

can help by providing advice and guidance. 

Having said that, the president can ask them to perform other duties such as mentoring other executive 

members, liaising with the clergy, chairing a committee, etc. 

This winter the National past president Anne - Marie Gorman convened several Zoom meetings and tasked the 

Provincial past presidents to work with their local councils to help them prepare a Manual of Policy and 

Procedure for their council. I convened a Zoom meeting with past presidents and presidents and we reviewed a 

sample three-four page manual. Already, two councils have completed their manuals which detail how things 

are done in their council. This is very helpful for current and new members.  

I will be talking more about this and give some training at the fall conferences. 

I am heading to the Philippines this week to visit our daughter and her family, but I will be back in October and 

will help you any way I can. 

Shirley Pierce 

 

Resolutions and Legislation Communiqué #4 

From:  Cindy McCardle:   

Well this has been a busy summer for all. Hope you all got to visit with family and friends. We continue to 

work on the Lyme disease resolution.  We met in June and have plans to meet again in September.  

Our National chair advised me the position papers are completed and we will receive a copy of the changes later 

this year.  

Our representatives at the national convention got information regarding presenting resolutions that I will be 

receiving and will share with anyone who will be working on a resolution.  

Thanks for your continued support in this role. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Thank you. With God’s blessing we will continue our work for God and Canada. 

 contact info: 902- 432-4777,  

blaire@ pei.sympatico.ca 

 

Education and Health Communiqué #4 

From:  Donna McIver 

My name is Donna McIver and I am Provincial Chair for Education and Health. 

As summer is winding down but the weather remains beautiful, please remember the students and teachers 

returning to school.  Pray that they will have a safe, healthy and uninterrupted school year. 



 
Also, at this time of year we are beginning a new Catechism year.  With God's help may all our parishes return 

to a full year of teaching the Catechism of the Catholic Church to our young people and the importance of 

attending church.   

As we approach the fall season may we all be mindful of the Covid 19 virus that is still with us and the flu virus 

that will also be circulating throughout our province.  With the prediction of a fall wave of Covid 19 and more 

severe flu season may we all stay safe: frequent hand washing, wearing a mask when required and stay home 

when not feeling well.   

With God's help and Our Lady of Good Counsel guiding us, may we all have a great year. 

God Bless you all 

 

Treasurer Communiqué #4 

 

From:  Cheryl Boom 

 

Greetings fellow Sisters in the League. It is that time once again when we wrap up our harvesting and settle in 

for the fall and winter months. I do hope you had a joyful and blessed summer with family and friends!  

The 102nd National CWL Convention was held in Kelowna, BC from August 14th to 18th and what a convention 

it was! I was honored to represent PEI along with Gay & Karen. Please check our Provincial website at 

cwlpei.ca for more highlights and pictures.   

 

I encourage you to read National Secretary-Treasurer, Marie Rackley’s Communiqué #5 where she speaks to 

the increase in per capita fees that was approved at National Convention.  

Any councils who have not sent in their donations for the Catholic Girls’ Bursary have until December 15th to 

mail their cheques to my home address (4 Walsh Road  

Kinkora, PE  C0B 1N0). Please make the cheques payable to PEI Provincial Council of the Catholic Women’s 

League. Please write BURSARY on the front of the cheque on the memo line.  

  

Also, please remember to send in your VOLUNTARY REMITTANCE FUND donations to National Office. 

The form can be found on the national website (cwl.ca). Cheques are to be sent to CWL National Office and 

made payable to the Catholic Women’s League of Canada.  

Parish councils should plan to prepare a budget for 2023. Information on how to prepare a budget can be found 

in the National Manual of Policy and Procedures on Finance. It is also a good financial year-end practice to 

have your council’s financial records reviewed.  

I look forward to meeting more of you at the upcoming Fall Conferences.  

Please contact me at 780-982-0724 or e-mail peicwl.provtreas@gmail.com if you have any questions or need 

assistance with budget preparation.    

  

Thank you and God Bless!  
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Community Life Communiqué #4 

 

From: Leah Kinch,  

 

Sister members, August has come to an end and our regular monthly Council and zoom meetings will soon 

begin to continue work towards achieving the objectives of being a Community Life Chairperson. These 

objectives are listed in the Constitution and Bylaws booklet under Community Life. 

 

CWL members recently attended the National convention in Kelowna BC where many issues were discussed 

and many new friendships were made. This summer we were blessed with the visit of Pope Francis, this visit 

was viewed by many on TV and others had personal audiences. This visit focused on reconciliation and was 

followed by many Community Life Chairpersons. I am hoping to have any feedback from anyone who 

registered for the free course called 4 Seasons of Reconciliation  

 

As we move forward it has been recommended that councils select one topic from the objective of Community 

Life and act upon it.  

 

In closing CWL members must work together to make a difference in our Community Life and who else better 

to respond to these needs. 

 

Christian Family Life Communiqué #4 

 

From: Brenda Pitre 

As your Christian Family Life Convenor, one of the objectives of this convenorship is to Protect the Sanctity of 

Life. 

A communique was received on August 21,2022 from Dorothy Johansan (National Christian Family Life 

Convenor) in regards to continuing to be advocates for Sanctity of Life and informing us of our past active 

participation as CWL members in Pro-life issues. 

Members have been active with 40 days of prayer, Pro-life Organizations, March for Life, and have supported 

women who have been traumatized by this procedure through organizations such as Project Rache.  Members 

have written letters to Parliament along with resolutions sent regarding the Rights of the Unborn Child and to 

date no laws have been passed limiting abortion at any time, any place or by any method. 

We are encouraged as CWL members to continue to be active, pray for mothers contemplating abortion that 

they will revert to other measures and to continue to contact members of Parliament asking them to Protect the 

Sanctity of Life by passing laws that ban abortion. 

As your sister CWL member, I encourage us all to continue being active with promoting and protecting the 

Sanctity of Life 

 

 

 



 
Communications Communiqué #4 

From : Crissy Czank 

 

Dear Sisters in the League, 

 

The fall has come and it is a time for new beginnings and old traditions.  I am pleased to be part of the PEI 

provincial CWL council as chairperson of Communications.   

 

I am happy to say that the fall issue of the League Magazine will be coming to you soon in print format.  The 

national website will be undergoing some changes to make it more user-friendly and easier to locate 

information.  The “On the Spot” section of the national website has be re-named to “Spotlight” and I welcome 

your council to send in submissions highlighting activities which are going on in y our council.  Entries, which 

usually consist of a picture and short caption, can be sent directly to info@cwl.ca 

 

Exciting news! A new website called the Engagement Hub has been created online for the sole purpose of 

engagement and recruitment of members with a special call to action.  This website can be found at 

catholicwomenunite.ca so check it out. I will be highlighting items from the website as the year goes on.  Those 

of you with Instagram accounts, it looks like there are some neat ways to tag your friends with messages of 

faith.  

 

I look forward to receiving your entries for the Christmas Newsletter!  (Deadline to come.)   

 

I encourage all members to refer to the provincial and national CWL websites and Facebook pages for updated 

information.  Please contact me if you have questions or concerns in the area of communications.  I can be 

reached at (902)969-8687 or by email at cfczank@edu.pe.ca.    

 

Spiritual Development, Communiqué #4 

 

From: Dianne McCarville 

Welcome back to our new normal, as the Fall sessions of our Councils begin. We know many councils did not 

meet over the past two years and some only met with council chairs and some via ZOOM. So, to all “Welcome 

Back”. 

Despite the lack of meetings, our national executive has been busy keeping on top of the various areas that are 

represented within the CWL. The big news is the National Convention in Kelowna, BC, that saw the 

introduction of new ways to do CWL. This does not mean we are throwing out the old but revamping to make 

what we have more viable for the day we live in. A quote from the keynote speaker, Barb Dowding, Honorary 

Life member: “You can have real life, or you can have online echo chambers, we choose real life". 

What does real life look like to you? Are you busy juggling home, family, work and CWL or. . .? Remembering 

that at the heart of it all the CWL is with you all the way. From the beginning the CWL has focused on family 

and the needs that arise. There are so many, many voices in the world today calling for our attention, we 

understand that it is hard to focus and listen to any one voice. 
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The CWL is urging you as a member to join other members across Canada in some of the following special 

events or days of prayers: 

National Faith Day: This day lends to our theme Catholic and Living It! It is an opportunity for members to 

explore what they believe and how they live their faith. The proposed date is the third Saturday in September 

(Sept 17, 2022) or the first council meeting in September. Suggestions? 

Prayer and Workshops for Women of Peace and Hope (#820). Use the “Welcome: Prayer Service” on page 66. 

Find the resources on the League website at cwl.ca/resources/800-series-workshops/. 

This may be an opportunity to begin a study as a parish council, such as Elements of the Catholic Mass. Each 

episode has a discussion guide. Find more information at www.elementsofthecatholicmass.com/episodes. 

Another option is to focus National Faith Day on learning more about how the catechism explains the creed. 

One resource is the video What is the Creed and why is it important? The Creed is a statement packed full of 

meaning and mystery. Learn more at realtrue.org/videos/what-is-the-creed-and-why-is-it-important/. 

September 21 is National Day of Prayer for Christians in the Holy Land and October 1st is National Day of 

Prayer for Canadian Home Missions.  

PRAYER FOR CANADIAN HOME MISSIONS 

Heavenly Father, we pray for our Canadian Home Missions from sea to sea to sea 

Take into Your care, through our prayer our brothers and sisters in faith. 

We ask protection and strength in faith, hope and love. 

Grant Zeal with compassion to the missionaries who share the Gospel. 

Let your face shin upon them through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever. 

Amen 

There are many other days marked as important, that will be forwarded in due time. 

The CWL is taking the Indigenous “Truth and Reconciliation” 94 Calls to Action very seriously, please look up 

at www.ReconciliationEducation.ca , become familiar with the 94 calls. 

Resources for the National Day of Prayer for Christians in the Holy Land can be found on the National CWL 

under Resources.  Just browse around, there are all kinds of helpful hints and prayers and services for almost 

every occasion 

Blessings to all, 

Dianne McCarville 

 

 



 
Recording Secretary, Communique #4  

From Gail MacPhee 

Hello to all my League sisters. I would like to introduce myself as the newest member of the provincial 

executive. I assumed the position of Recording Secretary in February 2022, just in time to assist in the 

preparations for the provincial convention. I have been a League member for almost fifty years and I find this to 

be a very exciting time for the League with the changes in communication and in structure that are taking place. 

I look forward to continuing to serve on your provincial executive and encourage you to reach out if you have 

any questions or concerns in which I can be of assistance.  

Blessings and Take Care. 

 

 

 

 


